Arthur Hill High School Course Syllabus 2009-2010

10th Grade American Literature
Mr. Alan Shinaver

 989-399-5901 * ashinaver@spsd.net http://pub.spsd.net/arthurhill/departments/language_arts/shinaver/index.html
Course Outcomes

Reading: Students will meet and exceed learning targets in vocabulary development, literary genres, literary/poetic analysis, literary comprehension, non-fiction informational analysis, non-fiction comprehension, research, and reading for literary experience.
Writing:  Students will meet and exceed learning targets in the writing process, including voice and style, organization and structure, clear and effective writing, reflective evaluation, research documentation, conventions, and writing for a variety of applications/forms/genres.

Guiding Questions

What does America mean?

How does this piece relate to other time periods, texts, and America today?

How can an author use words to construct meaning? 

Course Description:

This course is designed to build skills and knowledge for every student.  Through the study of literature and writing, each student will gain the knowledge and techniques necessary for future academic success at Arthur Hill High School and in his or her future.  The spring semester will include a research paper that will be part of the Culminating Project.

Grading Scale 
A  = 93-100

A- = 90-92.9

B+ = 88-89.9


B   = 82-87.9

B-  = 80-81.9
C+  = 78-79.9


C  = 72-77.9

C- = 70-71.9

D+ = 67-69.9 


D  = 60-66.9

E  =   0-59.9
Texts and Supplements

Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes The American Experience will be the main text.

Supplemental reading may include; The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Last of the Mohicans, The

Scarlet Letter, The Mark of Zorro, A Tale of Two Cities and a variety from The Bluford Series. Grammar and

Syntax drills may be assigned using the Townsend Press Online Learning Lab and supplements with class

lessons from English Essentials, Vocabulary Basics, Improving Vocabulary Skills, and Advancing Vocabulary

Skills.

Progress Reports

Progress Reports are provided mid-marking period.  My grade book will be updated at least once a week and current grades are available online through Skyward.  Please check my website for other information.

Plagiarism and Other Cheating
In the first instance of cheating, the student will receive an 'E' grade for the work involved. Subsequent cheating will result in disciplinary action that may lead to suspension or expulsion and/or loss of credit for the class.  Please see the Academic Integrity Policy.

Academic Integrity Policy

Arthur Hill High School strives to provide students with the knowledge, skills, judgment, and wisdom they need to function in society as educated adults.  Students are expected to take responsibility for their learning and experience the pride that accompanies academic achievement.  To falsity or fabricate the results of one’s research; to present the words, ideas, data, or work of another as one’s own; or to cheat on an examination corrupts the educational process, impedes a student’s academic progress, and compromises the trust between teacher and student that is fundamental to the learning process.

Guidelines for Academic Integrity

· Students assume full responsibility for the content and integrity of the coursework they submit.  The following are guidelines to assist students in observing academic integrity:

· Students must do their own work and submit only their own work on assignments (including homework), examinations, reports, and projects, unless otherwise permitted by the instructor.

· Students may benefit from working in groups.  They may collaborate or cooperate with other students on graded assignments or examinations as directed by the instructor.

· Students must follow all written and/or verbal instructions given by instructors prior to taking examinations, tests, quizzes, and performance evaluations.

· Students are responsible for adhering to course requirements as specified by the instructor in the course syllabus

Lumberjack Standards

Arthur Hill students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that promotes a proper learning environment and reflects positively on themselves, their classmates, teachers, family and community. Each Arthur Hill student automatically becomes a citizen of our school, both receiving privileges and accepting responsibilities including:

Respect of Property
Keep Arthur Hill a clean, neat and safe environment.

Respect of Authority
Show respect, follow direction and identify yourself and activity when asked.

Respect for Others
Show courtesy and tolerance; respect differences; make others welcome.

Respect for Self

Be successful and reach your full potential. Be the best you can be.

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Tardiness

Students are expected to be in class on time and will be disciplined by the teacher and/or administrator for excessive tardiness. Students who arrive late without a note from a staff member will be considered absent for that class and must go to In School Intervention  (ISI) for the remainder of that class period.

Hall Passes

Students out of class must have with them a hall pass issued by a staff member. Students without a pass will be returned to their classroom, sent to ISI and/or disciplined.

If you need a hall pass, ask during a time when I am not delivering instruction (20/20 rule applies).  Do not interrupt the class!

Additional Class Expectations

Make-Up Work--A student has as many days as he/she was absent to make up any missed class work.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed.  My website will have the necessary information.  Students may only turn in make-up work for excused absences.

Late Work—Late work may be turned in for up to 50% of the grade within one week.  If a student knows that work will be late, it is his/her responsibility to talk with me before the due date if he/she wants accommodations.  The due date is too late to discuss deadlines.  In the case of essays, students will lose 10% of their grade for each missed deadline.  Essays may be rewritten to raise scores; talk to me for details.

Homework—Homework is due at the beginning of class unless otherwise indicated.  You will have ongoing Independent Reading of at least one book per marking period

Class Supplies—You should bring a binder, paper, blue or black ink pens (NO PENCILS), your Independent Reading book, and any other materials necessary for class every day.

Discipline--The school disciplinary rules apply to this class.  For more information, consult the Student Handbook.  

Other Policies
· Food is not allowed in my classroom unless it is part of the instructional plan for the day.  If you bring food, you will be asked to surrender it or put it away.

· Students are expected to be mindful of their language, ensuring that it is not offensive or hateful.

· Electronic devices; cell phones, mp3 players, cameras and or recorders are not permitted in the classroom unless permission is specifically granted for use in a class assignment/project.
Student and Parent/Guardian contract for 

Mr. Shinaver’s English class:

To receive homework credit, this is due at the beginning of class on Friday, September 18th.

For Student ________________________________ (please print name)

I hereby take responsibility for my own learning, cooperation, and attendance in Mr. Shinaver’s class.  I understand the school policies and the class guidelines as stated in the class syllabus.  I agree to abide by the consequences should I not follow the stated guidelines.

If I have a concern about my learning, progress, or achievement, I have the responsibility to seek advice and assistance from Mr. Shinaver and will arrange to meet at a time that is convenient for both of us.  I know that I can use the phone, email, Skyward, and Mr. Shinaver’s website to stay caught up on classwork.

I also understand that I have the right to learn.  If I feel my learning is impeded in any way in this class, I can and will discuss this with Mr. Shinaver or a school administrator.

Student Signature _______________________________
Date_________

For Parent/Guardian

I have read the information outlined in the syllabus and the student contract and I understand the expectations for my student in this class.  I understand that should I have any concerns about my student’s learning, I should contact Mr. Shinaver.

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________
Date  _______

Mr. Shinaver, the best way to contact me regarding my student is by (please check one and provide contact information):e 

Email – email address __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

Phone – daytime number _________________________________

KEEP THIS COPY for your reference
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