
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
STRATEGIC MATH 

ARTHUR HILL HIGH SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTOR:  MS. CATHY CLAY   ROOM 260 PHONE:  989-399-5874 

E-MAIL:  CCLAY@SPSD.NET  
OVERVIEW 
This mathematics course is developed to prepare students for success in college, in careers, and 
in daily life in contemporary society. The goals are to support the student’s success in their 
Algebra class and provide a variety of strategies for thinking algebraically. 

Materials Needed - Daily 
Folders (6) with holes and side pockets  Pencil  Paper 
Texas Instruments 83 Plus Graphing Calculator (if possible)  

Grading 
Grades will be based on the following criteria: 

Quizzes and Tests:  50 %                      Class work:    15% 
Homework/ Projects:  15%                                       Notebook and Lab work:  10% 
Warm - Up:   10%                            
Participation:    5% (extra credit)  Assessments   2%  (extra) 
Extra credit will increase the students’ grade by a maximum of 5% and can be earned through 
class participation and assessment scores. 
 
Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 
94 –100% = A                84 – 87.99% = B         74 – 77.99% = C        64 – 67.99% = D 
90 - 93.99%= A-            80 – 83.99% = B-        70 – 73.99% = C-       60 – 63.99% = D- 
88 – 89.99% = B+         78 – 79.99% = C+        68 – 69.99% = D+      0- 59.99% = E 

  
Quizzes will be administered on a weekly basis in order to assess the students understanding of 
the concepts.  Students will need a #2 pencil to complete your quizzes.  Unit tests are given at 
the end of the chapter or midterm.  Students are not allowed to use notes when taking quizzes. 

 
Power of I (incompletes):  Students who do not score at least 70% on Unit Test will be allowed 
to retake the test.  Students who do not retake and pass their unit test will earn an “E” for the 
Marking Period grade. 

 
Warm-ups are assignments given at the start of class in order to jump start student thinking for 
the day’s lesson.  These are relatively easy assignments that serve as participation points for 
students who are in class, in their seats and prepared to learn before the tardy bell.  
 
Classwork consist of group investigations and individuals modeling problems that are generally 
done during class time. Students are allowed to work together in small groups to investigate and 
problem solve.  Students are expected to participate in class discussions and to assist presenting 
and closing the lesson. 
 
Computer Lab is an opportunity for students to visit various math websites and receive instant 
feedback on how to work problems.  Students must attend and participate in lab in order to get 
credit for lab work.  Students who visit unapproved Internet sites will get a zero for the day and 
lose computer privileges for that day. Continual abuse will result in a loss of all lab privileges. 
Pre and Post assessments are given for each unit.   
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Textbooks:  Each student will be assigned a textbook and a locker.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to bring his/her book to class each day.  If a student loses his /her book, they must 
pay the replacement cost before another book can be issued..  Students will be charged if their 
failure to care for the books results in damages.  There is a $65.00 charge to replace books. 

Calculators:  The district provides calculators for in-class use.  Students who want to become 
proficient at mathematics and who plan to attend institutes of higher learning may want to 
invest in a calculator for home use. Students are responsible for the calculators that they are 
assigned for use during class time.  In the event that a calculator becomes missing, every 
students will be required to bring his/her own until it has been returned. 

Folders / Notebook / Portfolio (Binder): 
Students are expected to keep all math work in their folders including handouts, completed 
assignments, quiz scores, examples and class notes. 

Notebooks (Binder) will: 

• Be brought to class everyday 

� Only contain papers from math class 

� Be checked at random each marking period 

� Will contain the handouts, organizers, and corrected assignments. 

Students are expected to have their folder each day.  Parents will be able to view student 
portfolios during conferences.  

 
Behavior:  
There is only one rule:  RESPECT! 

- Respect our classroom.  Take care of our property, including textbooks, 
calculators, and desks. 

- Respect each other.  Take care of our feelings: be kind and considerate of other.   
- Respect the fact that adults are here to help you.  If you have a concern, talk to 

someone before it becomes a problem. 
- Respect our time: Be on time, prepared to work, and in your seat before the 

tardy bell rings. 
 
School Policy Reminders:   
Coats and hooded attire are not allowed in classroom. Students will be required to place them in their 
lockers before entering the classroom.  Students will not be given passes for this purpose which may 
result in an unexcused tardy. 
 
Listening Devices are not allowed in the classroom.  Any student who brings them to class will have 
them confiscated and returned only to a parent (after school). 
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Parents please sign and return this page indicating you have received a copy of the course’s 
policies and expectations. This will count as a homework grade.  Thank you.                                                    

Strategic Math      Date________________________               Class Period________ 
 

STUDENT PRINT ____________________________________________________ 
 

Student’s Signature_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PARENT PRINT_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Parent Signature_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
E-Mail Address  ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone Number ________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Other :  __________________________________________________________ 

 


