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Textbook

You will be assigned a textbook for which you will be responsible.  At the end of the year/semester you will be required to submit back to me the same book you received at the beginning of the year.  If you do not do so, you will be held accountable by Arthur Hill High School in the form of disciplinary action, payment for the text, denial of graduation or a combination of all three.  

There will be a no-nonsense approach to the texts.  If it’s not returned, no excuse or combination of excuses will exempt you from this responsibility.  

My simple cure all for any worries you have about text return.  Value your book, know where it is at all times, and DO NOT lend it to ANYONE!
Extra Credit
I allow unlimited extra credit if you are within 15% of passing the class.  If you are below a 45% in the class I will only allow one extra credit assignment per classroom assignment until you are within that 45% range for unlimited.  

Extra Credit must be cleared with me prior to doing the work.  I will only approve assignments that are related to the curriculum provided.  That’s why it’s critical that you clear the work with me prior.  

Behavior Expectations

· Respect others and the classroom environment. 

· No food, candy, beverages (water bottles are OK). 

· Do not block the doorway. 

· No inappropriate language! 

· Don’t leave your trash.

· Do not throw ANYTHING.  

· You must adhere to the dress code and school policy at all times.  I am very strict with dress code policy.   

· Cheating, plagiarism or lying is not acceptable. 

· No “fight talk” or “drama talk.” I don’t want the ills of the world freely discussed in class.  If you want to banter about the ridiculous behavior of others, please do it elsewhere.

Other Expectations
· Late work will not be accepted unless you arrange this with me personally.  Do not assume I will take work that is submitted after the deadline.  

· You are responsible for make-up work!  If you miss school it’s up to you to contact me regarding any assignments you may have missed for that time. 

· There will be no electronic devices of any kind in the classroom (i.e. headphones, cell phones, hand held games, cameras, etc.)

· Excused Absence – make-up assignments or tests within the same number of days as you were absent or take a zero. Pre-assigned work is due at the beginning of the next class period when you return. An absence the day before the test does not excuse you from being prepared on test day! Make-up tests and quizzes may be different from the original! 

· Unexcused Absences – NO make-up work allowed, take a zero for any test, assignment or ESSAY due that day. 

· You get 3 passes per SEMESTER.  If you use all of your passes there will be NO more opportunities for you to leave the class unless you have a school related reason with an accompanying note.  You will not be allowed to leave class if you do not have a not from me or any other school personnel.  Take care of business before class! 

· You must come to class with the necessary materials, including:

· Writing implement (black/blue pen or pencil) 

· Paper 

· Text book

· Assignments

Grading (Letter grades are based on total points.) 
A  =  93-100
A- = 90-92
B+ = 87-89
B = 83-86
B- = 80-82
C+ = 77-79
C = 73-76
C- = 70-72
D+ = 67-69
D = 63-66
D- = 60-62
F = Below 60

Extra Help

If you need help with the assignments PLEASE let me know and I will gladly arrange a time for us to meet so as to improve your understanding of the material.  I will do everything I can to meet your needs in regards to scheduling and duration.  Once again, I urge you to let me know if you want help so I can better your grade and your understanding.  

Tardiness

I’m very firm with tardiness, and I maintain a simple policy.  If you are outside my doorframe the instant the bell rings than you are considered to be tardy.  (I define the “doorframe” as the wooden door opening to the classroom.  This does not include the external entrance of my classroom consisting of the tile enclosure outside the door.)  You will not stand in the hall and be allowed to enter after the bell rings.  No excuses.  

